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The Austrian Federal Chamber of 
Labour is by law representing the 
interests of about 3.4 million em-
ployees and consumers in Austria. It 
acts for the interests of its members 
in fields of social-, educational-, 
economical-, and consumer issues 
both on the national and on the 
EU-level in Brussels. Furthermore 
the Austrian Federal Chamber of 
Labour is a part of the Austrian social 
partnership. The Austrian Federal 
Chamber of Labour is registered at 
the EU Transperency Register under 
the number 23869471911-54.

The AK EUROPA office in Brussels was 
established in 1991 to bring forward 
the interests of all its members directly 
vis-à-vis the European Institutions.

Organisation and Tasks of the 
Austrian Federal Chamber of Labour

The Austrian Federal Chamber of 
Labour is the umbrella organisation of 
the nine regional Chambers of Labour 
in Austria, which have together the 
statutory mandate to represent the 
interests of their members.

The Chambers of Labour provide their 
members a broad range of services, 
including for instance advice on matters 
of labour law, consumer rights, social 
insurance and educational matters.

Rudi Kaske 
President

More than three quarters of the 2 million 
member-consultations carried out each 
year concern labour-, social insurance- 
and insolvency law. Furthermore the 
Austrian Federal Chamber of Labour 
makes use of its vested right to state its 
opinion in the legislation process of the 
European Union and in Austria in order 
to shape the interests of the employees 
and consumers towards the legislator.

All Austrian employees are subject 
to compulsory membership. The 
member fee is determined by law and 
is amounting to 0.5% of the members‘ 
gross wages or salaries (up to the social 
security payroll tax cap maximum). 
560.000 - amongst others unemployed, 
persons on maternity (paternity) leave, 
communityand military service - of the 
3.4 million members are exempt from 
subscription payment, but are entitled 
to all services provided by the Austrian 
Federal Chambers of Labour.

Christoph Klein
Director

About us

www.akeuropa.eu


www.akeuropa.eu Amendment of the Carcinogens and Mutagens Directive (2004/37/EC), second phase 3

The AK’s position in detail
We welcome the proposed inclusion 
of five new limit values for carcinogens 
in Annex III to the Directive. However, 
we wish to note that workers and 
trade unions, especially at the Euro-
pean level, have been calling for many 
years for the establishment of binding, 
EU-wide limit values in the interest of 
harmonised minimum protection. The 
European Trade Union Confederation 
(ETUC) is calling for the establishment 
of at least 50 binding limit values for 
carcinogens at the workplace by 2020. 
The list of substances whose limit val-
ues should be regulated as a priority is 
set out in the publication titled “Carcin-
ogens that should be subject to bind-
ing limits on workers’ exposure”, which 
was drawn up by H. Wriedt on behalf 
of the European Trade Union Institute 
(ETUI). 

The announcement made by Commis-
sioner Thyssen that limit values would 
be adopted for 25 carcinogens in 2016, 
and that a total of 50 will be reached 
by 2020, is to be welcomed. In real-
ity, however, only 13 limit values were 
adopted in 2016. The proposal in ques-
tion provides for the inclusion of a fur-
ther five limit values. That falls far short 
of the announced 25 limit values to be 
added to the Carcinogens and Muta-
gens Directive. In other words, in order 
to reach the total of 50 limit values by 
2020, the pace needs to be quickened 
considerably. 

It is commendable that the Federal 
Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs and 
Consumer Protection, together with 

five other organisations, has launched 
the “Roadmap on Carcinogens”, which 
can pave the way for progress in es-
tablishing EU limit values by raising 
awareness and sharing best practices.

General remarks

The statements on the cancer risk as-
sociated with the respective limit val-
ues are a source of important and 
valuable information for those affected 
and all those dealing with occupation-
al safety. The BAK therefore emphati-
cally supports the call for the excess 
cancer risk associated with the re-
spective limit values to be indicated in 
connection with the proposed values. 
That information should be based on 
existing exposure-risk correlations that 
have been identified at EU level – for 
example, in connection with enforce-
ment of the REACH Regulation – or by 
authorities and comparable organisa-
tions at the Member State level.

In addition, indication of the excess 
cancer risk associated with the respec-
tive limit values will make it patently 
clear that it is necessary to keep expo-
sure levels for some substances signif-
icantly below the limit values in order 
to reduce the risk to workers substan-
tially. It is crucial to reiterate the need to 
minimise exposure levels and to keep 
on reducing the exposure of workers 
to carcinogenic substances at work.

We therefore recommend that the 
principle of adjustment is enshrined 
in the Directive in order to ensure limit 
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values are regularly reviewed in the 
light of scientific findings. We welcome 
the fact that the review of the limit val-
ues is addressed in recital 15 pursuant 
to the proposal in question, however, 
we also deem it necessary to include 
relevant obligations in the main body 
of the Directive.

In the interest of a high level of protec-
tion and harmonisation of the stand-
ard of protection, it is also necessary 
to tackle extension of the scope of the 
Directive to reprotoxic substances. We 
welcome the fact that Austria is setting 
an example in this respect with its rel-
evant legislation at the national level.

Remarks concerning individual sub-
stances, in particular trichloroethyl-
ene

The opinion of the Scientific Commit-
tee on Occupational Exposure Limits 
(SCOEL) in 2009 that trichloroethylene 
is a substance for which a safe limit 
value can be set should be regarded 
as outdated in light of the more recent 
findings of the German Committee on 
Hazardous Substances (AGS). Further-
more, AGS comes to the conclusion 
that non-carcinogenic kidney damage 
also occurs in the case of levels of 6 
ppm and above. Taking these figures 
into account, the limit value should be 
set lower than the proposed 10 ppm. 
It can be assumed that the European 
Commission shares that view since 
recital 7 of the proposal notes that the 
limit values for this substance will be 
kept under particularly close review.

Methylenedianiline (MDA) and eth-
ylene dichloride (1,2-dichloroethane, 
EDC)

Since, as SCOEL also notes in its as-
sessment, MDA is a carcinogenic sub-
stance for which a safe limit value can-
not be set, we recommend deletion of 
the following misleading sentence in 
recital 8: “It is possible, on the basis of 
available information, including scien-
tific and technical data, to set a limit 
value for 4,4’-Methylenedianiline”. The 
same applies to ethylene dichloride, 
which is why we recommend deletion 
of the following misleading sentence in 
recital 11: “It is possible, on the basis 
of available information, including sci-
entific and technical data, to set a limit 
value for ethylene dichloride”.
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Should you have any further questions
please do not hesitate to contact

Harald Bruckner
T: +43 (0) 1 501 65 2601
harald.bruckner@akwien.at

and

Peter Hilpold
(in our Brussels Office)
T +32 (0) 2 230 62 54  
peter.hilpold@akeuropa.eu

Bundesarbeitskammer Österreich
Prinz-Eugen-Straße 20-22
1040 Vienna, Austria 
T +43 (0) 1 501 65-0

AK EUROPA
Permanent Representation of Austria to the EU
Avenue de Cortenbergh 30
1040 Brussels, Belgium
T +32 (0) 2 230 62 54
F +32 (0) 2 230 29 73
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