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The Austrian Federal Chamber of 
Labour is by law representing the 
interests of about 3.4 million em-
ployees and consumers in Austria. It 
acts for the interests of its members 
in fields of social-, educational-, 
economical-, and consumer issues 
both on the national and on the 
EU-level in Brussels. Furthermore 
the Austrian Federal Chamber of 
Labour is a part of the Austrian social 
partnership. The Austrian Federal 
Chamber of Labour is registered at 
the EU Transperency Register under 
the number 23869471911-54.

The AK EUROPA office in Brussels was 
established in 1991 to bring forward 
the interests of all its members directly 
vis-à-vis the European Institutions.

Organisation and Tasks of the 
Austrian Federal Chamber of Labour

The Austrian Federal Chamber of 
Labour is the umbrella organisation of 
the nine regional Chambers of Labour 
in Austria, which have together the 
statutory mandate to represent the 
interests of their members.

The Chambers of Labour provide their 
members a broad range of services, 
including for instance advice on matters 
of labour law, consumer rights, social 
insurance and educational matters.

Rudi Kaske 
President

More than three quarters of the 2 million 
member-consultations carried out each 
year concern labour-, social insurance- 
and insolvency law. Furthermore the 
Austrian Federal Chamber of Labour 
makes use of its vested right to state its 
opinion in the legislation process of the 
European Union and in Austria in order 
to shape the interests of the employees 
and consumers towards the legislator.

All Austrian employees are subject 
to compulsory membership. The 
member fee is determined by law and 
is amounting to 0.5% of the members‘ 
gross wages or salaries (up to the social 
security payroll tax cap maximum). 
560.000 - amongst others unemployed, 
persons on maternity (paternity) leave, 
communityand military service - of the 
3.4 million members are exempt from 
subscription payment, but are entitled 
to all services provided by the Austrian 
Federal Chambers of Labour.

Christoph Klein
Director
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Executive Summary
The European Commission has set out 
the economic and social priorities of 
the EU for this year in its Annual Growth 
Survey (AGS) 2017 and the accompa-
nying documentation. The Bundesar-
beitskammer (BAK - Federal Chamber 
of Labour) is taking this opportunity to 
take a closer look at some positive key 
statements made in these documents, 
as well as some, in our opinion, prob-
lematic statements, with the request 
that these be included in the ongoing 
discussion. 

1. Essentially, we consider it positive 
that the European Commission 
recognises relevant social issues 
in its Annual Growth Survey and 
formulates a focus on more inclu-
sive growth and social fairness as 
an objective. For example, we wel-
come the fact that the Commission 
addresses “[h]igh levels of inequal-
ity” as a problem. Nevertheless, the 
Annual Growth Survey does not 
announce a fundamental change 
of course; in the opinion of the BAK 
this is needed urgently in order to 
strengthen the social dimension 
of the EU. 

2. The Federal Chamber of Labour 
welcomes the new announcement 
“Towards a positive fiscal stance for 
the euro area”. This is a long-stand-
ing demand of the BAK, namely, to 
discuss the problems of the lack 
of demand in the euro area. We 
agree with the analysis that the 
recovery in the euro area must be 
supported by domestic demand, 

with better harmonisation of mon-
etary and fiscal policy. However, 
to state a problem is not enough. 
To overcome the structural lack of 
demand caused by the European 
Economic Governance, we need a 
Golden Rule of Public Investment 
and a focus on a golden wage 
rule (for both, see (the “Independ-
ent Annual Growth Survey 2017”). It 
should be highlighted that the for-
mer can provide a clean and per-
manent solution to the contradic-
tion identified by the Commission 
between the need for investment 
and fiscal rules.

3. The EU is undoubtedly confronted 
with a far-reaching crisis of confi-
dence and legitimacy. At the meet-
ing of the heads of 27 Member 
States in Bratislava in the autumn 
of 2016, in response to the Brexit 
referendum, they agreed “to of-
fer their citizens in the upcoming 
months a vision of an attractive EU 
they can trust and support” and to 
create a promising economic future 
for all citizens.  In this context and in 
view of climate objectives and Sus-
tainable Development Goals, the 
BAK recommends that the Austrian 
Government should advocate de-
veloping the Annual Growth Survey 
as a core document of the Europe-
an Semester, to become an Annual 
Well-being Report. Based on the 
Report by the Commission on the 
Measurement of Economic Perfor-
mance and Social Progress under 
the leadership of Joseph E. Stiglitz, 
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a common framework for econom-
ic, social and environmental policy 
must be created. Therefore we 
propose a new “magic polygon 
for well-being oriented economic 
policy” (cf. Section 2.4 in the “In-
dependent Annual Growth Survey 
2017”), to be established both on 
an European and a domestic level 
in Austria, for example in the form 
of a Well-being Committee to re-
place the planned one-sided spe-
cialised productivity boards, as well 
as the fiscal councils. 
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Should you have any further questions
please do not hesitate to contact

Christa Schlager
T + 43 (0) 1 501 65 2430
christa.schlager@akwien.at

Nikolai Soukup
T + 43 (0) 1 501 65 2159
nikolai.soukup@akwien.at

Norbert Templ
T + 43 (0) 1 501 65 2158
norbert.templ@akwien.at

and

Amir Ghoreishi
(in our Brussels Office)
T +32 (0) 2 230 62 54  
amir.ghoreishi@akeuropa.eu

Bundesarbeitskammer Österreich
Prinz-Eugen-Straße 20-22
1040 Vienna, Austria 
T +43 (0) 1 501 65-0

AK EUROPA
Permanent Representation of Austria to the EU
Avenue de Cortenbergh 30
1040 Brussels, Belgium
T +32 (0) 2 230 62 54
F +32 (0) 2 230 29 73
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